Submission from the Twizell Conservation Group

Firstly I will outline the benefits that I think we have derived from our eighteen months as Twizell Conservation Group.

1. Many more people have visited the area. Mostly due to the diversion of spring water away from the path adjacent to the burn.  The water was channelled into a pond which we dug for the purpose.  The work was completed in February 2004.  Prior to that time the spring disgorged its water onto the path rendering it impassable to those without waterproof footwear.

2. The pond was an immediate success and within a month there were common newts, toad and frogspawn.

3. Because of the success we have had with clearing the Himalayan balsam, last summer we noticed that there were many more wild flowers.  Many were just a proliferation of the common ones we knew but there were more figwort and we found the broad-leafed helliborines which we have not seen before.  More orchids on the north side where they have not been seen before.

4. Apart from backache, we as a group have learned much about flora a fauna and also some tricks on how to outwit vandals.
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